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DETAILED ACTION 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a 
prior Office Action, and apply to this and any subsequent Office Actions. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 


1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

2 . Claim(s) 1-3,5-13,15-22 is/are rejected under 35U.S.C.103(a)as being unpatentable 

over by Johnson '401 (3122401) in view of Johnson '043 (3146043 ) wherein the former 

discloses the elements previously discussed and further discloses: 

(Re: cl 1,13) An apparatus for vending a plurality of articles, comprising: an enclosure 
having closed sides and a hollow interior, enclosure having a door opening formed in one 
ofsides(c4L 31-71); 

a rotator assembly rotatably mounted in hollow interior of frame, rotator assembly having 
a plurality of angularly spaced storage locations each for releasably retaining an article to 
be vended (c6 L 34-64); 

wherein rotator assembly includes at least two article supporting trays in a stacked 
relationship, each of trays having a predetermined number of storage locations, storage 
locations of one of trays being vertically staggarred with respect to storage locations of 
another one of trays (tray compartments at differing vertical heights in figs 1 & 3) 

a door member hingedly attached to frame and operable to be moved between a closed 
position blocking door opening and an open position permitting access to rotator 
assembly through door opening (c4 L 62-72); 

and an indexing assembly connected to door member and to rotator assembly 

indexing assembly being operable to rotate rotator assembly to move one of storage 
locations away from door opening and move another one of storage locations to door 
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opening to access an article at another one of storage locations through door opening 
when door member is moved from the closed position to the open position (c8 L 18-36; 
cl L 64-70) 

wherein rotator assembly includes at least two article supporting trays in a stacked 
relationship, each of trays having a predetermined number of storage locations, storage 
locations of one of trays being angularly displaced with respect to storage locations of 
another one of trays (c5 L 55-75) 

(Re: cl 13) propane tank accessible (c6 L 9-63) 

(Re: cl 2) including a locking mechanism attached to door member and enclosure and 

being operable to lock and unlock door member (c4 L 62-72) 

(Re: cl 3)(2) wherein the locking mechanism is token-operated (c4 L 62-72) 

(Re: cl 5,15) wherein storage locations are each sized to retain a single standard-sized 

propane tank in an upright position (c6 L 9-63) 

(Re: cl 6,16) wherein adjacent ones of storage locations are separated by dividers 1 12 (fig 
4) 

(Re: cl 8, 16) wherein rotator assembly includes a stop mounted at each of storage 
locations at a periphery of rotator assembly (c9 L 56-clO L 54) 
(Re: cl 9,17,22) wherein indexing assembly includes a first arm for enabling rotator 
assembly to rotate and a second arm for rotating rotator assembly (c9 L 56-clO L 54) 
(Re: cl 10,18)(9) wherein rotator assembly has a plurality of apertures formed therein 
each corresponding to one of storage locations and indexing assembly includes a pin for 
selectively engaging apertures to prevent rotation of rotator assembly (1 18 fig 2) 
(Re: cl 11,1 9)( 1 0) wherein rotator assembly includes a lever arm mounting pin, lever 
arm being in a normal position with pin engaging one of apertures when door member is 
in the closed position and lever arm being moved by engagement with first arm to a 
released position disengaging pin from one of apertures (c9 L 56-clO L 54) 
(Re: cl 12,20)(9) wherein rotator assembly includes a plurality of projections, second 
arm engaging one of projections during an opening of door member to rotate rotator 
assembly (c8 L 19-42) 

(Re: cl 21) An apparatus for vending a plurality of articles, comprising: an enclosure 
having closed sides and a hollow interior, enclosure having a door opening formed in one 
ofsides(c4L 31-71); 

a rotator assembly rotatably mounted in hollow interior of frame, rotator assembly having 
a plurality of angularly spaced storage locations each for releasably retaining an article to 
be vended (c6 L 34-64); 

a door member hingedly attached to frame and operable to be moved between a closed 
position blocking door opening and an open position permitting access to rotator 
assembly through door opening (c4 L 62-72); 

and an indexing assembly connected to door member and to rotator assembly 

indexing assembly being operable to rotate rotator assembly to move one of storage 
locations away from door opening and move another one of storage locations to door 
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opening to access an article at another one of storage locations through door opening 
when door member is moved from the closed position to the open position (cl L 64-70) 

(Re: cl 22) wherein indexing assembly includes a first arm for enabling rotator assembly 
to rotate and a second arm for rotating rotator assembly (c9 L 56-clO L 54). 

And wherein the latter discloses any elements not explicitly taught by the former 
including: 

Vertically offset stagger the tray access (C3 L 22-32 ; Fig 2 ) 

(Re: cl 7)(6) wherein dividers each include a vertical beam adjacent a periphery of rotator 
assembly (11 fig 3). 


It would have been obvious for Johnson '401 to vertically offset stagger the storage 

compartments with a plurality of trays to increase capacity and provide customers variety in 

products purchased as taught by Johnson '043 and come up with the instant invention. It would 

have been obvious for Johnson '401 to substitute the vertical rods with beams to simplify 

fabrication as taught by Johnson '043 and come up with the instant invention. 

3. Claim(s) 1-3, 5-13, 15-22 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over by Johnson '401 (3122401) in view of Nesser et al. 5067630 wherein the former discloses 

the elements previously discussed and further discloses: 

(Re: cl 1,13) An apparatus for vending a plurality of articles, comprising: an enclosure 
having closed sides and a hollow interior, enclosure having a door opening formed in one 
ofsides(c4L 31-71); 

a rotator assembly rotatably mounted in hollow interior of frame, rotator assembly having 
a plurality of angularly spaced storage locations each for releasably retaining an article to 
be vended (c6 L 34-64); 

wherein rotator assembly includes at least two article supporting trays in a stacked 
relationship, each of trays having a predetermined number of storage locations, storage 
locations of one of trays being vertically staggarred with respect to storage locations of 
another one of trays (tray compartments at differing vertical heights in figs 1 & 3) 
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a door member hingedly attached to frame and operable to be moved between a closed 
position blocking door opening and an open position permitting access to rotator 
assembly through door opening (c4 L 62-72); 

and an indexing assembly connected to door member and to rotator assembly 

indexing assembly being operable to rotate rotator assembly to move one of storage 
locations away from door opening and move another one of storage locations to door 
opening to access an article at another one of storage locations through door opening 
when door member is moved from the closed position to the open position (c8 L 18-36; 
cl L 64-70) 

wherein rotator assembly includes at least two article supporting trays in a stacked 
relationship, each of trays having a predetermined number of storage locations, storage 
locations of one of trays being angularly displaced with respect to storage locations of 
another one of trays (c5 L 55-75) 

(Re: cl 13) propane tank accessible (c6 L 9-63) 

(Re: cl 2) including a locking mechanism attached to door member and enclosure and 

being operable to lock and unlock door member (c4 L 62-72) 

(Re: cl 3)(2) wherein the locking mechanism is token-operated (c4 L 62-72) 

(Re: cl 5,15) wherein storage locations are each sized to retain a single standard-sized 

propane tank in an upright position (c6 L 9-63) 

(Re: cl 6,16) wherein adjacent ones of storage locations are separated by dividers 1 12 (fig 
4) 

(Re: cl 8,16) wherein rotator assembly includes a stop mounted at each of storage 
locations at a periphery of rotator assembly (c9 L 56-clO L 54) 
(Re: cl 9,17,22) wherein indexing assembly includes a first arm for enabling rotator 
assembly to rotate and a second arm for rotating rotator assembly (c9 L 56-clO L 54) 
(Re: cl 10,18)(9) wherein rotator assembly has a plurality of apertures formed therein 
each corresponding to one of storage locations and indexing assembly includes a pin for 
selectively engaging apertures to prevent rotation of rotator assembly (1 18 fig 2) 
(Re: cl 1 1,19)(10) wherein rotator assembly includes a lever arm mounting pin, lever 
arm being in a normal position with pin engaging one of apertures when door member is 
in the closed position and lever arm being moved by engagement with first arm to a 
released position disengaging pin from one of apertures (c9 L 56-clO L 54) 
(Re: cl 12,20)(9) wherein rotator assembly includes a plurality of projections, second 
arm engaging one of projections during an opening of door member to rotate rotator 
assembly (c8 L 19-42) 

(Re: cl 21) An apparatus for vending a plurality of articles, comprising: an enclosure 
having closed sides and a hollow interior, enclosure having a door opening formed in one 
ofsides(c4L 31-71); 

a rotator assembly rotatably mounted in hollow interior of frame, rotator assembly having 
a plurality of angularly spaced storage locations each for releasably retaining an article to 
be vended (c6 L 34-64); 
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a door member hingedly attached to frame and operable to be moved between a closed 
position blocking door opening and an open position permitting access to rotator 
assembly through door opening (c4 L 62-72); 

and an indexing assembly connected to door member and to rotator assembly 

indexing assembly being operable to rotate rotator assembly to move one of storage 
locations away from door opening and move another one of storage locations to door 
opening to access an article at another one of storage locations through door opening 
when door member is moved from the closed position to the open position (cl L 64-70) 

(Re: cl 22) wherein indexing assembly includes a first arm for enabling rotator assembly 
to rotate and a second arm for rotating rotator assembly (c9 L 56-clO L 54). 

And wherein the latter discloses any elements not explicitly taught by the former 
including: 

Vertically offset stagger the tray access (c7 L 31-62; 126 vs. 129 vs 124 Fig 2) 

(Re: cl 7)(6) wherein dividers each include a vertical beam adjacent a periphery of rotator 

assembly (c7 L 3 1-62; 34 & 44 Fig 1). 


It would have been obvious for Johnson '401 to vertically offset stagger the storage 

compartments with a plurality of trays to increase capacity and provide customers variety in 

products purchased as taught by Nesser et al. and come up with the instant invention. It would 

have been obvious for Johnson '401 to substitute the vertical rods with beams to simplify 

fabrication as taught by Nesser et al. and come up with the instant invention. 

4. Claim(s) 1-3, 5-13, 15-22 is/are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over by Johnson '401 (3122401) in view of Castleberry (US2001/0000004A1) wherein the 

former discloses the elements previously discussed and further discloses: 

(Re: cl 1,13) An apparatus for vending a plurality of articles, comprising: an enclosure 
having closed sides and a hollow interior, enclosure having a door opening formed in one 
ofsides(c4L 31-71); 

a rotator assembly rotatably mounted in hollow interior of frame, rotator assembly having 
a plurality of angularly spaced storage locations each for releasably retaining an article to 
be vended (c6 L 34-64); 
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wherein rotator assembly includes at least two article supporting trays in a stacked 
relationship, each of trays having a predetermined number of storage locations, storage 
locations of one of trays being vertically staggarred with respect to storage locations of 
another one of trays (tray compartments at differing vertical heights in figs 1 & 3) 

a door member hingedly attached to frame and operable to be moved between a closed 
position blocking door opening and an open position permitting access to rotator 
assembly through door opening (c4 L 62-72); 

and an indexing assembly connected to door member and to rotator assembly 

indexing assembly being operable to rotate rotator assembly to move one of storage 
locations away from door opening and move another one of storage locations to door 
opening to access an article at another one of storage locations through door opening 
when door member is moved from the closed position to the open position (c8 L 18-36; 
cl L 64-70) 

wherein rotator assembly includes at least two article supporting trays in a stacked 
relationship, each of trays having a predetermined number of storage locations, storage 
locations of one of trays being angularly displaced with respect to storage locations of 
another one of trays (c5 L 55-75) 

(Re: cl 13) propane tank accessible (c6 L 9-63) 

(Re: cl 2) including a locking mechanism attached to door member and enclosure and 

being operable to lock and unlock door member (c4 L 62-72) 

(Re: cl 3)(2) wherein the locking mechanism is token-operated (c4 L 62-72) 

(Re: cl 5,15) wherein storage locations are each sized to retain a single standard-sized 

propane tank in an upright position (c6 L 9-63) 

(Re: cl 6,16) wherein adjacent ones of storage locations are separated by dividers 1 12 (fig 
4) 

(Re: cl 8,16) wherein rotator assembly includes a stop mounted at each of storage 
locations at a periphery of rotator assembly (c9 L 56-clO L 54) 
(Re: cl 9,17,22) wherein indexing assembly includes a first arm for enabling rotator 
assembly to rotate and a second arm for rotating rotator assembly (c9 L 56-clO L 54) 
(Re: cl 10,18)(9) wherein rotator assembly has a plurality of apertures formed therein 
each corresponding to one of storage locations and indexing assembly includes a pin for 
selectively engaging apertures to prevent rotation of rotator assembly (1 18 fig 2) 
(Re: cl 1 1,19)(10) wherein rotator assembly includes a lever arm mounting pin, lever 
arm being in a normal position with pin engaging one of apertures when door member is 
in the closed position and lever arm being moved by engagement with first arm to a 
released position disengaging pin from one of apertures (c9 L 56-clO L 54) 
(Re: cl 12,20)(9) wherein rotator assembly includes a plurality of projections, second 
arm engaging one of projections during an opening of door member to rotate rotator 
assembly (c8 L 19-42) 

(Re: cl 21) An apparatus for vending a plurality of articles, comprising: an enclosure 
having closed sides and a hollow interior, enclosure having a door opening formed in one 
ofsides(c4L 31-71); 
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a rotator assembly rotatably mounted in hollow interior of frame, rotator assembly having 
a plurality of angularly spaced storage locations each for releasably retaining an article to 
be vended (c6 L 34-64); 

a door member hingedly attached to frame and operable to be moved between a closed 
position blocking door opening and an open position permitting access to rotator 
assembly through door opening (c4 L 62-72); 

and an indexing assembly connected to door member and to rotator assembly 

indexing assembly being operable to rotate rotator assembly to move one of storage 
locations away from door opening and move another one of storage locations to door 
opening to access an article at another one of storage locations through door opening 
when door member is moved from the closed position to the open position (cl L 64-70) 

(Re: cl 22) wherein indexing assembly includes a first arm for enabling rotator assembly 
to rotate and a second arm for rotating rotator assembly (c9 L 56-clO L 54). 

And wherein the latter discloses any elements not explicitly taught by the former 
including: 

Vertically offset stagger the tray access (1 10 fig 6; paragraph 299; 40/42/44/46 fig 1) 
(Re: cl 7)(6) wherein dividers each include a vertical beam adjacent a periphery of rotator 
assembly (34/1 16 ; fig 11). 

It would have been obvious for Johnson '401 to vertically offset stagger the storage 
compartments with a plurality of trays to increase capacity and provide customers variety in 
products in size whilst still being able to view the available products as taught by Castleberry and 
come up with the instant invention. It would have been obvious for Johnson '401 to substitute 
the vertical rods with beams to simplify fabrication as taught by Castleberry and come up with 
the instant invention. 

Respsonse to Amendments/Arguments 

5. Applicant's amendment was effective in overcoming the previous rejections. Applicant's 
further arguments are moot in view of the newly applied art. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Exmr. Michael E. Butler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6937. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Patrick Mackcy, can be reached on (57 1 ) 272-69 1 6. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


/MICHAET E. BUTTER/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3653 


